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SPORTS

South golfers in state tournament

South Brunswick’s Abby Kjome set in 12th place (out
of 48) at the conclusion of Monday’s first round of play at
the Long Leaf course in Pinehurst. Kjome shot a 96, while
teammate Mollie Gore carded a 105. Play continues on
Tuesday. Check next week’s edition for the complete story.

North Brunswick 24, South Brunswick 14

Scorpions come from behind to beat South

North Brunswi
14.

'k’s D.J. Graham was held under 100 yards rushing by the South Brunswick defense but the senior back
still scored twice including a 55-yard screen pass catch for a touchdown. North came from behind to beat the Cougs 24-

South junior
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Andrew Bates maneuvers his Sunfish during the International Junior Sunfish Cham—
pionships in The amas two weeks ago. Bates placed 20th out of 30 compehtors
but he learned plenty from the experience to carry forward in his competitive sailing

career.

By Bret McCormick
rts Editor

Twentieth in the world isn’t bad. That's how
South Brunswick High School junior Andrew
Bates measured up against the best internation-
al junior Sunfish sailors two weeks ago. Bates
‘was in The Bahamas for five days competing
in the International Junior Sunfish Champion-
ships, an event that pits

Bahamas trip a breezy
learning experience for Bates

weather and the waters of the Caribbean than T
did,” explained Bates. “Alot of them were from
northem South America, The Bahamas and
the Dominican Republic. They'd sailed those
waters before and knew what to expect. But I
felt like I could hang with them in heavier air
than I could in lighter air.”

And Bates might have a shot to do that with
next year’s event slated for Long Island an area

with more

the best youth sailors
in the world against
each other in a series of

‘I didn’t know how

similar to Southport
than The Bahamas. To
compete in Long Island

expect,” said Bates, citing the Charleston quali-
fier that preempted his Bahamas trip. “I didn’t
know how it would turn out, so really it was
more just to get me into international competi-
tion and better acquainted with going away to
abig regatta and not using my own boat and
getting everything set up myself Twasn't really
expect]ng to win but I wasn't expecting to come
in last place either.”

Though Bates traveled to the Caribbean with
the hopes of success, he realized he was up
against competitors who had extensive famil-
iarity with local waters.

“They had alot more knowledge about the

racesimolving Sunfish, it would turn out, o nestfall, Bates vould
a one-person sailing . . have to qualify again
=N really it was more just fisehe did thisyear.
‘or Bates, who wants . . e South Brunswicl

tobe either a ship- to get me Into Interna-  juniorhadtosendina
builder or a merchant . ope resume of sorts to the
marine, the eixpenence tlonal COInpetlthIl and to d)mﬂ]amenluco‘x]nalin‘i;lee
‘was extremely enjoy- . . and then still quali
dleregardlessoiie  Detter acquainted with  Viaaregattain Chatles-
results. : N ton, SC. He sailed in

“It was my first re- oing away to a bl that race and then
ally big intez]-national g tgta ’ y g was selected based on
regatta. At Charleston rega o his sailing resume for
there were a lot of the . . the world champion-
kids Id safledagainst ~ 9Unior sailor Andrew Bates ship, one ofonly three
before, but here I didn’t to make the
really know what to cut. Next year’s event

will likely take more Americans since the host
usually gets more qualifying spots for native
sailors.

Competing in Long Island would also be good
‘practice for Bates who wants to attend several
schools in the New York City-area.

“All the colleges I'm lookmg at right now have
really good sailing programs, " said Bates, who
spent part of last year’s school calendar study-
ing in France. “I'm looking at Webb Institute,
SUNY Maritime and the Merchant Marine
Academy. I want to design boats and if that
doesn’t work out I want to do merchant

See Bates, back page
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By Bret McCormick
Sports Editor

‘Throwing on the run isn't difficult for A. J. Perkins. The North
Brunswick quarterback also plays third base on the Scorpions’
baseball team, so whipping a ball on the move is nothing new, a good
thing considering the amount of plays Perkins spent outside of the
pocket Friday night in North’s 24-14 win against South Brunswick.

Perkins’ throw on the run to Tyler Burton in the back of the end
zone with four minutes left clinched the Scorps’ fourth win in five
games against South Brunswick, and capped off a fine performance
by the senior quarterback.

Perkins completed 7-of-12 passes for 179 yards and two touch-
downs. He found four different receivers and was successful moving
outside of the pocket and throwing on the run, enabling him to avoid
South Brunswick’s substantial pass rus|

“Itjust felt good out there,” said Perkins. “To let the ball go and the
receivers be right there. I felt relaxed because when we get it in the
red zone I feel like we're going to get it in, and the coaches were say-
ing “We're going to punch this in.

Perkins’ play earned his coach’s encomium.

“He played great, had another great game. He’s leading the team,
he’s doing what we ask him to do, not turning the ball over,” said
North Brunswick coach Garry Bishop. “He’s taken charge, and that’s
what a good quarterback does.”

And when Perkins was handing the ball off he had an eager recipi-
ent in D.J. Graham, who rushed for 83 yards and a touchdown, and
also took a short screen pass 56 yards for a TD. Graham’s five-yard
score capped off North’s first drive impressively. The 10-play drive
was one of only two for both teams in the first quarter dominated by
handoffs and toss sweeps.

But South Brunswick largely stanched North’s rushing attack,
proving to be one of the few teams this year to hold Graham under
100 yards on the ground. Hence the importance of Perkins mistake-
free outing.

“Our quanerback had to make plays for us because they’re so hard
to run on,” said Bishop. “We didn’t have anything inside and we tried
to go outside and they stopped that. That's a very good defense.”

South’s stoppers confirmed Bishop’s sentiments on North’s second

See Scorpions, back page

First for South girls team
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By Bret McCormick
Sports Editor

Summer Phillips became
the first South Brunswick girls
tennis player to qualify for the
state singles tournament last
weekend. Phillips reached the
semifinals in the regional at Bar-
ton College in Wilson, advancing
her to the state tournament.

Phillips, only a sophomore,
was seeded fourth in the 16-
player field. All four seeded
players reached the semifinals
and it was there that Wilson
Fike’s Mary Katherine Prince
beat Phillips 6-3, 6-1to advance
to the finals. Prince won there
as well, edging freshman Randi
Price from Northern Nash for
the East title.

Phillips lost in the semifinals
but did get to play in the con-
solation match. She rolled over
third seeded Beth Batchelor in
the first set 6-0, but the long day
took its toll and Batchelor re-
covered to win the next two sets,
leaving Phillips with a still com-
mendable fourth place finish.
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Summer Phillips will compete in the 3A girls tennis state
tournament this Friday and Saturday in Burlington. Phil-
lips is South Brunswick’s first female state qualifier in ten-
nis after finishing fourth at the East Regional. The doubles
duo of Sarah Brock and Tiffany Capps also played at the re-

gional but they were bounced in the first round after draw-
ing the third seeded pairing in the tournament.

South volleyball team advances
to second round of playoffs

By Bret McCormick
Sports Editor

The mega slam to end last
Saturday’s first round playoff
volleyball game certainly defied
Rachel Southern’s deferential
personality. But the kill, one of
16 for the junior, summed up
one of her best performanc&s for
the Cougars as they advanced
to a Tuesday second round
matchup D.H. Conley.

“We're still trying to get her
fired up,” said Shoaf chuckling.
“She’s just not there as far as
confidence to do it in a game.
She gets more confidence and
she’s gonna get better in being
lethal at the net.”

Southern had plenty of help
o0, especially from South

Brunswick servers. Caitlin Bevill
and Brooke Herr were especially
effective combining for seven
aces as the Cougars used danger-
ous, deep serves to put the visit-
ing Hawks on the back foot early
and often.

“They're both good servers.
And I think tough serving is the
type of thing that can put a team
like that away,” said Shoaf. “In
the first game we didn’t serve
them that well and it was a tight
game. But in the third game
‘when Brooke got on that roll
it put us in a position to where
they couldn't use their outside
hitters.

See Second round, page 3C
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Caitlin Bevill’s serving and hitting were a huge boost for
the Cougars in last Saturday’s first round playoff win over
North Lenoir. Chad Shoaf’s team has plenty of young talent

but BevillOs cool head and deep serves have proved invalu-
able all season. South faces a daunting second round oppo-
nent in D.H. Conley, state finalists in 2008.
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Bates: Leammg experience key for burgeoning local mariner

Continued from page 1C
marines or work on commercial vessels.”

But two weeks ago Bates was a Sunfish sailor.
Befitting a world championship, the competition
contrasted with the relaxed Bahamian breezes.

“There was good
weather out there,” said

you're doing,” For Bates, who is the South Bruns-
‘wick football team’s kicker, not having the weight
of other teammates is freei
The natant competitor was ‘more than impressed
‘with the tournament’s logistics and the Nassau
Yacht Club. But the event

2009 International Junior seemed to stoke his com-

Bates unsurpnsmgly “It - " : petitive fires and he was
‘was windy it was blow- Sunfish Champlonship Results already plotting on next
ing like 10 to 15 the whole 1. Jonathan Martinetti (Ecuador) year’s championship in
weekend and it was sunny 2. Fernando Monllor (Puerto Rico) Long Island.

and there was no rain in 3. Philipine Van Aanholt (Curacao) “Itll be better for me

sight. It was pretty much 4. Jose Gutierrez (Venezuela) especially around the
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like I thought it would be 5. Mathieu De By (Holland) month of July when it will
like.” 6. Enrique Arathoon (Guatemala) be alittle bit heavier air

Sailors raced on Friday 7. Stephan Breeuwer (Guatemala) up there in New York,”
and Saturday after practic- 8. Wiliam Sands (Bahamas) said Bates.

ing Thursday. There were
three races per day, each
one about five miles long.
The sailors battled head-
to-head in buoy races with
two marks upwind and
downwind. Organizers
pmvnded boaLs for com-

minican Republic

Bates hlghest finish was 17th place achieved
in the last heat. His friend from the Charleston
qualifier, Ecuador’s Jonathan Martinetti, won the
competition by winning all but one heat.

Though not satisfied with his performance,
Bates’ relatively minor frustration with himself was
mdwahve of one of the reasons he likes the sport

‘It sa demand.mg sport but you also have to
think about what you're doing,” said Bates. “It's
an individual sport so if you screw up it’s only
your fault. So it all comes down to you and your
individual thought and the techniques behind what

9. Ard Van Aanholt (Curacao)
10. Guillermo Enrique Flaguer (Do-

15. Jack McCarthy (USA)
20. Andrew Bates (USA)
25. Olivia Gugliemini (USA)

Bates’ dad John got him
into sailing, plopping him
onto a Sunfish when he
was a weelad.

“I really don’t remem-
ber how old I was when
I started sailing,” said
Bates. “The first regatta I
did was in 2001 and T was
nine years old.”

Learning to sail at the Cape Fear Yacht Club
'was important for Bates, and his resume full of
CFYC races helped him to be selected for the world

ipionships.

“Theyre very supportive,” said Bates of CFYC.
“They donated a couple hundred dollars for me to
get down there.”

Hopefully the club has already started saving a
few pennies for next year. It looks like a return trip
to the world championship could be in store for
Bates.

Waccamaw Conference
Football Standings
East Bladen (4-0 in conference, 9-0

overall)
Whiteville (3-1, 6-2)

ick (3-2, 5-5)
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Scorpions rally for 24-14 win

Continued from page 1C

drive. Graham was stripped at the Scorpions’ 12-
yard line and Gary Williams recovered for the
Cougars at the 20. One play later Kenneth White
galloped straight into the end zone through some
expert blocking to tie the game at 7-7.

North came right back with a scoring drive,
though not of the seven-point variety. On first
down Perkins found Demeir Robinson for a 50-
yard hookup that got the Scorps down to the South
30-yard line. The drive stalled from there, Terrell
Stanley dragging down North receiver Bud Lennon
on an end-around for a loss. But Eric Spafford
got just enough leg on a 37-yard field goal to give
North at 10-7 lead.

South’s offense typically relies on grinding out
results but they were in quick-strike mode against
Bishop’s side. Two plays after Spafford’s boot
sailed between the goal posts, Quan Ray ripped off
a63-yard scamper down the right sideline for a
touchdown and a 14-10 South lead.

The teams went into the half with the same score
and the Cougars emerged ripe to grab the game by
the scruff of the neck. Receiving first in the third
quarter, the Cougars marched the field and got
down to the North 30-yard line. But White had
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North Brunswick quarterback A. J. Perkins threw for 179
yards and two touchdowns in leading his Scorps past South

Lhe ba]l slapped out of his grasp and the Scorpions

South’s defense stiffened, forcing a punt and the
Cougars had solid field position near the middle of
the park. But again Roman Kelley’s team coughed
the ball up, North recovering and breathing an-
other sigh of respite. But the Scorps were through
sharing South’s munificence and they cashed in on

e turnover.

The Cougar defense was aggressively attacking
North’s line of scrimmage and Devante Stanley
sacked Perkins for a three-yard loss on second
down. But on third and eight, North called a screen
pass to the home team’s defenst

erness.

Perkins waited until the Cougar defenders were
right on top of him before flicking the ball to a
wide-open Graham. The running back did the rest,
following several downfield blockers and then rac-
ing into the end zone for a 16-14 lead. The PAT was
blocked but the damage was already enacted.

“We've been working on that play for a while,”
said Perkins of the perfectly timed screen. “We felt
like they had been crashing so hard on the waggle
that if T could get enough depth I could get the ball
over the ends coming in and D.J. would be sitting
right there with a wide open field
and that’s exactly what hap-

pened.”

The play sapped South’s energy
and they continued to struggle
on offense. After forcing another
punt, North got the ball back with
less six minutes left intent
on icing the game. The Cougars
appeared to have North stopped
after several penalties stalled the
Scorp drive.

But on fourth down and five to
g0, Perkins found Robinson, who
had three grabs for 87 yards, for
a12-yard completion. A South
facemask penalty was tacked on
100, taking the Scorps down to
the home team’s 10-yard line.

After Graham was stuffed on
consecutive running plays, Per-
kins rolled right and hit Burton
with the TD that killed off any
realistic hopes South had of com-
ing from behind.

North’s players and coaches
were visibly excited after the win.
The three straight victories cer-
tainly added to an ever-improv-
ing morale on the North sideline.

“It’s a lot higher. We all feel like
we meshed right after the South
Columbus game last week,” said
Perkins about the team’s spirit,
‘which is recovering from a damp-
ening 2-5 start to the season.
“That game we played as a team,
as one, and we feel unstoppable
because we've never beat them.
So we're going to practice every-
day and playing hard and doing
- what we need to do, executing.”

Despite fumbling the ball
early, the Scorps didn’t drop their
heads, a nagging characteristic of
the team earlier in the season.

“We had alot of big plays. We
had some mistakes as well but
that’s football and you just have
to rebound from the mistakes
and that’s what our guys did,”
said Bishop. “That was an excnt—
ing game, the type of gam
expected it to be. The)/re hard to

Brunswick last Friday night. The win inched North closer /" against but when we needed
tothe 2A their 2-5 start to do it we came through and
to the season. 1 thought that showed a lot of

: character.”

South Columbus (1- 3 4-5)
West Bladen (0-5, 2-7)

Next week

South Brunswick at East Bladen
South Columbus at Whiteville
West Bladen at West Brunswick
North Brunswick idle

October 23rd game recaps

East Bladen 27 vs. South Colum-
bus 14
The EaglesO machine kept rolling

Friday night with sophomore rusher

A.J. McKoy having his best game of

the season to date. McKoy 157 yards
on the ground and scored three TDs,
including two in the first quarter as
East Bladen raced out to a 20-7 lead.
Lenon FisherOs team can clinch at
least a tie for the conference title at
home Friday against South Brunswick.

Whiteville 30 vs. West Bladen 0
The WolfpackOs insatiable running
game ran over West BladenOs defense,
keeping the Purple Knights winless

in conference play. Roosevelt Colson
rushed for 117 yards, Trent Sinkler

106 and Tyrone Faulk 65 yards and

two scores. Whiteville hosts county
rival South Columbus Friday with the
hopes of remaining only one game
behind East Bladen for first place.

West Brunswick idle
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